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BOOK REVIEWS 125 

The Servian People, Their Past Glory and Their Destiny. By 
Prince and Princess Lazarovich-Hrebelianovich. (New 
York: Scribner's Sons, 1910. 2 vols. Pp. 742.) 

This is a history of the Serbs, who are spread over Servia and Monte- 
negro, which are independent kingdoms, Bosnia, Herzegovina, Dalmatia 
and part of Istria, which are under Austrian rule, Croatia-Slavonia con- 
trolled by Hungary, the Old Servia, which is still a part of Turkey. 

It is the only work in any language which adequately treats this impor- 
tant subject. It is a thorough, comprehensive and sympathetic account 
of a people who occupy an important place in present-day history as 
they have in the past. The few important works on Servia or the 
Servian people have been, for the most part, written in Servian or 
Hungarian and are therefore not generally accessible to the western 
student. 

The authors seem to have answered the question of why Servia is 
reduced to its present weak position politically. The people are neither 
morally nor physically degenerate, and they have shown their fighting 
quality on modern as well as ancient fields. Two reasons appear for 
this state of affairs. While the Servians have always been ready to 
fight in defence of their homes, they have never shown a desire to fight 
for the sake of conquest, to subdue other people or to annex the territory 
of others. The Servian principle has been to live and let live. Sur- 
rounded by other people equally courageous but more ambitious, the 
Servian has steadily lost ground. The other reason seems to be a woeful 
lack, in modern times, of competent rulers and powerful statesmen. 
If Servia had had the services of a Stambuloff and a Ferdinand during 
the last thirty years, the tale might be different. 

Volume I is divided into three parts. Part 1 deals with the physical 
characteristics, language, religion and customs of the race. Part 2 has 
to do with geographical features and with the political, economic and 
social conditions. Part 3 describes at length the civilization and culture 
of the Servian people from early times up to the present. 

books which entrench on his subject have appeared since his own: J. Binder* 
Die Plebs, Leipzig, 1909, pp. xix + 630; E. LefSvre, Du R6le des Tribuns de la 
Plebe en ■procedure civile, Paris, 1910, pp. 265. For the sake of completeness I 
might add to the bibliography: Pardon, Die roemische Diktatur, Berlin, 1885; 
C. Borgeaud, Histoire du Plebiscite, Geneva and Paris, 1887. J. Seidel, Fasti 
aedilicii, Breslau, 1908; Fr. Sobeck, Die quaestoren der roemischen Republik, 
Trebnitz, 1909. 
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The chapters on literature and art deserve special mention. The 
extent and variety of the literature is something of a revelation even to 
one fairly well informed in regard to the Servian people. We are im- 
pressed with the dignity and beauty of the epic poetry as revealed in 
the few literal translations which the authors have provided and de- 
cidedly regret that these translations are not more complete. This 
literature and this epic poetry in particular throws another sidelight on 
a people whose rules of thought and of action it is somewhat difficult 
to understand. 

Volume II is an historical survey of the Servian peoples. Beginning 
with a history of the medieval Servian states, it carries us through the 
period of the Turkish conquest and supremacy to the Servian wars of 
liberation, the independence of the kingdom of Servia and ends with a 
short account of the political history of the Servian people since that 
time. 

Whether the hopes which Prince Lazarovich-Hrebelianovich enter- 
tains for his people are likely ever to be realized is another question, but 
the ambition of the Servians is one with which we can at least sym- 
pathize. 

The author is certainly well qualified to speak for his people. In his 
conclusion he says, " . . . the Serbs believe that, matching an 
alert will with opportunity, the inhabitants of the various regions of 
the Serb block of territory will, in course of time, as by the action of 
natural forces, come together into one great state . . ." 

George Frederick Andrews. 



Das Staatsrecht des Konigreichs Griechenland. by Dr. Nicolaus 
N. Saripolos. (Tubingen: J. C. B. Mohr, 1909. Pp. 1910.) 

The recent constitutional upheaval in Greece, and the changes con- 
templated in its constitutional structure, bring into prominence the 
essay of Professor N. Saripolos of the University of Athens under the 
title "Das Staatsrecht des Konigreichs Griechenland" which appeared 
in the Oeffentliches Recht der Gegenwart, edited by Von Jellinek, Laband, 
and Piloty. The writer in his brief history of the constitution of modern 
Greece tells us that the Hellenic kingdom, in the course of less than 
a century, had four periods of political life; namely, that of the Revo- 
lution from 1821 to 1832, during which the national interests were 
entrusted to a Provisional Government; that of the Absolute Monarchy 



